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truth-loving as himself, who had the art of touching weaknesses never owned before.
The favourable impression of Tschirnhausen's intellectual genius which we gain from this correspondence, is extended to his moral nature by some delightful letters of his to Huy-ghens, found by Van Vloten in the Leyden library, and published, with one of Huyghens's own, in his Supplement1. Seldom has the pure scientific spirit assumed a more attractive form than in the lives and relations of these two men.
In the third year (1673) of his residence at the Hague, Spinoza was invited by the Elector Palatine, Karl Ludwig. to become Professor Ordinarius of Philosophy at Heidelberg. This prince was brother to Descartes' correspondent, the Princess Elizabeth; and shared the liberal interest in philosophical studies which prevailed in his family; and he authorised Professor Johann Ludwig Fabricius, in communicating the invitation, to guarantee perfect liberty of teaching, provided only that the religion of the country were not made the object of attack. The indefinite character of this proviso, and a reluctance to exchange the habits of a solitary thinkei for those of a pledged teacher, induced Spinoza to decline the appointment, and remain in his safe retirement.
This invitation was the more liberal on the part of the Elector, and perhaps the less attractive to Spinoza, from its coinciding in time with the panic excited by the Theologico-political Treatise. Though this book was anonymous, the authorship was no secret; and, though written in Latin, ii created an excitement far beyond the circle of the learned so that Spinoza, who abhorred the disturbance it was always his fate to produce, was alarmed by the rumoured intentior of a certain Professor to issue a Dutch translation in satisfaction of the public curiosity, and wrote eagerly to Jarigt Jelles to find out the translator and stop his proceeding His anxiety was in part occasioned by the appearance oj a book (Homo Politicus\ which brought discredit on his
1 SuPpl- PP. 3'9-35o.